reature of the State: 


Or, if it be made One, 


- 


* 


Why it ſhould be Aboliſh'd. | 


* 


Humbly offer d to che Conſideration of our ©. 


Probitas laudatar Q alget. 


# 


, | 
8 "_ "as — — — 
— — 


DISSENTERS fairly Stated. 


REASONS 


Y By the Author of the CASE of the PROTESTANT 
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CHRISTIANIT 


6 N O — 
STATE CREATORE. l 
abl: 

SIR, . d 


IS to me a melancholly Reflection, tha ver 
Chriſtianity ſhould be made to carry ſo mall eve 
ny Faces, ſo many different Shapes, as beat Ho 
Proportion to the various Humours, InteJ ma 
re{ts, and Caprices of its Profeſſors. The | 
Conſequence of this is, that tho' every Party may tall ſh: 
of it as ſomething moſt Sacred, yet they make it ſub-] tal 

ſerve the baſeſt Deſigns, by which means it is expos'd ta wit 
the Ridicule and Contempt of Deiſts and Atheiſts, Tol is! 
reſcue it from this unhappy Circumſtance, Hic labor, ho | 
opts eff, eſpecially when Virtue and Probity are become wh 
Strangers to the greateſt Part of ſuch, who ſet up forſſ ou 
their Advocates and Defenders. | 

Howe ver this ſhall not diſcourag2 me in my Defign,ll ſtr 
and tho? the Succeſs may be little, yet I hope I ſhall 
tovoke ſome Men, of more Leiſure, and greater Abi- thi 
kities to engage in an Argument ſo very profitable and te 
important. There are two Things which I will here ſo 
attempt to make evident. The firſt is, That Chriſtia- bi: 
\ nity, as inſtituted by our Saviour, was never deſign'd fa 

for a State-Creature. de 

as 2dly. That where it is made fo, I ſhall 'undertake to, 27 

8 ſhew the unreaſonableneſs of ſuch a Practice, and that B 
= good Policy will project the Abolition thereof. m 

If 


Chriſtianity no State Creature. 3 


It theſe two Things can be done, nothing but the 
Pride, Ambition, and Covetouſneſs of a certain Body of 
Reverends, and their Adherents, can ſtand in the Way 
pf a glorious Reformation. 

It will be here neceſſary, that I explain more clearly 
what I mean by Chriſtianity's being a State Creature, 
pf which it is no difficult Matter to form a diſtin& Idea; 

y its being a State Creature, then I mean thus much, ſe. 
When Chriſtianity is us'd to anſwer this, or the other 
Deſign in Matters intirely Political: Whether it is us'd 
to promote the Patriarchal or Republican, or any other 
Scheme of Government : Juſt as a Mechanick makes 
E uſe of his Tools to accompliſh his End, and when 

that's done, lays 'em afide, as being no farther ſervice- 
able to him. 

Now my Task is to prove, that the Goſpel was ne- 
ver inſtituted with that View, and conſequently where- 
ever it is us'd for ſuch a Purpoſe tis vilely proſtituted. 
How this will fall with regard to our Country, will be 
made plain in the Sequel. x | 

I ſhall uſs but few Arguments on the firſt Head, but 
ſhall endeavour to make them as concluſive as I can 
taking it for granted, my Reader is a Man acquainted 
with rational Deductions; if otherwiſe, all Argument 
is loſt upon him. : 

It appears to me in a Matter of this Moment, on 
which all agree the. Salvation of Souls depends, Men 
ought to lay afide temporal Intereſt, Pa ſſion and Preju- 
dice, and ſearch for Truth with all the Severity of ab- 
ignll ſtracted Reaſoning. ; | 
hall I perſwade my ſelf every honeſt Mind, freed from 

the Prepolſetlions of Education, will do ſo. Nor can I 
andi tell how to denominate thoſe Men, who are ſo ſordid, 
1erel) ſo narrow ſpirited, as to let a little Gain in this World 
ſtia-biaſs em in an Affair of this Importance. It may be 
nd faid here, that I beg the Queſtion, and indeed confi- 
| dering the common Practice of Mankind both in Church 
to] and State, there is too much room for an Objection. 
hat Be that as it will, let us now prooeed to the Argu- 
| ment, 8 
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4 _ Chriſtianity no State Creature, 


I will here take it for granted, that Chriſtianity is 


of Divine Authority, that we have as much Reaſon to 
believe Miracles and Wonders were wrought to prove 
it ſo, as we have to believe, that there were ſuch Men 
as Homer and Virgil in the World; or that ever ſuch Po- 
ems were wrote, as univerſally paſs under their Names. 

It pan to m2 therefore, that this Inſtitution was 
never defign'd by its Author for a State Creature, from 
the Nature and End of the Thing it ſelf, and alſo from 

the Principles on which ' tis "we, fit : Laſtly, from the 
Manner of its Promulgation, and th: Miſſion which 
our Saviour gave his Diſciples. 

Our Saviour gives us an account of the Nature of this 
Inftitution, je, That it has nothing to do with Domini- 
on or Civil Government, no farther than to refity- ex- 
orbitant Paſſions and Appetites, to reſtrain People from 
em by the Cords of Reaſon and Argument, which are 
{aid to be, The Cords of a Man. 

The Kings of the Gentiles exerciſe Dominion over 
them (ſays our Lord) but it ſhall not be ſo with you 3 from 
whence L infer, that whoſoever pretends to Dominion 
over Peoples Conſciences, with regard to Religion, is 
zn Uſurper of the Seat of God Almighty, of the Au- 
thority of Jeſus Chriſt, and is acting the very counter- 
part of Chriſtianity, 1 | 
One can hardly read that Paſſage of our Saviour's 
above-mention'd, without heing at a loſs, how to re- 
concile it with the late Doctrine of Eccleſiactical 
T'hron=s, which a great many of our Clergy have form'd 
to themſelves, and are ſo fond of, That Dominion was 
not the Deſign of Chriſtianity, is very plain, neither 
Civil, nor over the Conſcience z the former belonging 
to the Magiſtrate, and the latter to God only. Yet our 
Clergy will not be contented without Thrones and, Prin- 
cipalitics, they will have Dominion if they can, tho' it 
be a flat Contradiction to what they tell = Warld is 


moſt facred, of which they are the only keepers, it 


we'll take their Word for't. | | 

Tt is apparent, that the Chriſtian Inſtitution has a 
compl-at Character, The Wiſdom æubich is from above, is 
dure and peaceable, gentle and eaſie to be intreated, * 
4 | 5 : 2 O 
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Chriſtianity no State Creature, 5 
of Mercy and good Fruit, without Partiality and with» 
out Hypocriſie. ; | | 
I defie all Mankind to find out, or make good any of 
theſe Characters of the Goſpel, where there is the 
leaſt appearance of its being form'd into a State Engine. 
Nay, in ſhort, 'tis in every particular the very reverſe ; 
and therefore, if the Account St. James gives of it be 
true, 'tis impoſſible, that ever it could be defign'd for 
ſuch an Inſtrument ; which will appear more plainly, 
when I come to conſider the other Part of the Argu- 
ment. | 
The Deſign of the Goſpel is to make Men charita- 
ble and peaceable, to reform em and make em fit for 
Society. If the Arguments of this Inſtitution have fo 
far enraged wicked and ſelf-interefted Men, as to cauſes 
em to oppoſe it with the Sword, and to defend their 
Diana by dint of Arms, the Fault is not in Chriſtianity 
but in their perverſe Tempers. * 
The Purport ot this Inſtitution is (as I faid) to reQi- 
fie the Mind, to conform it to the immitable Perfections 
of the Deity, in which conſiſts what the New Teſta- 
ment calls Communion with God, and the Happineſs 
of the Soul; on this Account St. James calls this Reli- 
gion pure, which can never be true of it, when form'd 
into a State Creature. I | 
Moreover, it makes its real Profeſſors gentle, and 
eaſie to be intreated, that is, their Ears are open to 
Argument and good Senſe, they are compaſſionate, 
and ready to do Good. But thoſe People who make 
a State Tool of it, their Ears are open to nothing, but 
their worldly Honours and Intereſts ; all Argument, 
how concluſi ve ſoever, is loſt upon em. They are ob- 
ſtinately, and I had almoſt ſaid 1 wilfully in the Wrong, 
are forc'd to draw their Reaſon and Underſtanding in 
_— Abiſs, the Church. 
this I have ſeen ſeveral Inſtances, and every Man 
muſt ſee em, who will uſe his own, and not the Cler- 
gy's Eyes. True Chriſtianity is no doubt productive 
of good Works, of Humanity and Charity, it makes 
Men geod natur'd and conſiderate ; as being _ - 


6 Chriſtianity no State Creature. 
fallible and dependent State, it makes the Man God- 


like, and conſequently compleats the Gentleman. 

But where *tis proſtituted, we find by daily Experi- 
ence, the Produce to be Malice, Revenge, Pride, Co- 
vetouſneſs; in ſhort, every Vice, that we can ima- 
gine makes up the Character of the Devil, and there- 
tore Chriſtianity was never deſigned for a State Crea- 
ture. | 

Once more, tis without Partiality, that is, it leaves 
the natural Right and Privileges of Mankind upon the 
ſame Bottom it found em. A Servant that was con- 
verted to Chriſtianity, whoſe Maſter continu'd to be 2 
Heathen, was not thereby freed from his Contract; 
he could not argue, becauſe he was a Chriſtian, he was 
therefore free trom his Civil Ingagements to his Hea- 
then Maſter ; or ceas'd to be a Roman Slave, becauſe 


he became a Chriſtian Convert, as the Apoſtle Paul ab- 


ſolutely determines this Matter. | 

For if that was to be admitted, all Moral Obligati- 
ons would ceaſe upon Peoples being Chriſtians, than 
which nothing could be a greater Damage to Society, 
But where Chriſtianity is made a State Creature, the 


Rights and Privileges of Mankind are not _ an e- 


ual Foot, and therefore it was never deſign'd for that 
— It teacheth Men to judge of Actions and 
Things with Candor, and yet as they are in themſelves. 
"Tis far from the Nature of the Chriſtian Religion, 
that, becauſe Bantom is a Heathen, and Deodate a Chri- 
ſtian, that Deodate ſhall be favour'd, and Bantom have 


Injuſtice done him in Matters of Property, or in his 
Civil Rights. 


Yet where the Chriſtian Religion is fram'd into a. 


State Engine, this muſt be the unavoidable Conſequence 
of it, unleſs People can be made to fee all with one 
Eye, all think alike, and be of the ſame Mind, and 
therefore the Argument concludes, that it was never de- 
fign'd for ſuch an End. | 

Laſtly, "Tis without Hypocriſy ; that is, it will not 
ſuffer its true Abettors, to ſay one Thing and mean 
another. It admits not of thoſe Tricks and Artifices, 
that Men of abandon'd Souls frequently practiſe, and 
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_ Chriſttamty no State Creature. 7 


. | *tis ſuch as theſe who believe nothing of the Chriſtian 
Religion, that are the readieſt to make a State Machine 
of it. And where it is made fo, tis impoſſible to be 
without Hypocriſy, which is the Reverſe of its Cha- 
wy rater. | | | 
Thus it appears to me from the Nature of the In 
a. || fiitution it ſelf, that it was never defign'd for a State 
my, of 5 


"Tis farther evident to me, that it was never ſo de- 


* ſign d, from the Principles on which *tis founded and 
. progagated. The Principles on which tis founded and 
N propagated, are thoſe moral Truths reſulting from the 
2 : | 
neceſſary Connection and Reaſon of Things; that are 
» eternally ſo, immutable and irreverſable in their own 
- Nature. If this was not ſo as I hinted before, Chriſti- 
0 _ would beſo far from being advantagious to Man- 
kind, that it would be the greateſt Detriment to 'em. 


If this was not ſo, Men might with good Reaſon turn 
75 Deiſts, if not Atheiſts. 


+ As *tis the repeated Advices of the Founder of the 
K New Teſtament, To do to others, as we would be done by, ſo 
ſy upon this Principle it is, among others, that the Goſpsl 


18 built, upon this Principle our Saviour commandeth 
« his Diſciples to propagate it. But where tis made a 
4 State Creature, it muſt neceſſarily break through this 

Rule, and conſequently, it was never deſign'd for ſuch 
a Purpoſe. We cannot but ſuſpect that Religion, what- 
ſoever Face it carries, which teacheth Men to break 


. moral Rules; no Wonder, that Men. deſpiſe ſuch a 

1 pretended Revelation, and eſteem its Miniſters no other- 
wiſe than Imps of State. And that making Chriſtiani- 

wh ty 2 State Creature, does break through this Rule, is 

m4 plain, becauſe it founds Dominion in Grace; and what's 

8 yet as ſtrange, leaves a partial and fallible Company of 

I —_ to judge, who is gracious, and who not. But I 

6 ſhall have Occafion to refle& upon this Piece of Fana- 

” tical Enthufiaſtick Cant, in the other Part of the 

t Argument. 5 r 

= - *Tis upon this, very plain to me, that our Religion 

1 was never defign'd for a Creature of State. - 1 

p * 0 \ 
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8 Chriſtianity no State Creature. | 
In the laſt Place, let any one conſider the Miſſion 
our Saviour gave his Diſciples, and the Manner of the 
Goſpel's Promulgation ; and he'll eafily diſcover, how 
impoſſible it is that ever it could be ſo defign'd. 155 
ur Saviour does not bid em take Swords, and the 
Power of the Civil Magiſtrate with em, when they tur 
went to make Diſciples 3 he does not bid em make 
Converts, by promifing Places of Dignity and Profit in Inet 
the Civil Government, theſe are Arguments foreign Ilir 
to his Purpoſe ;; but, ſays he, Go teath em, that is, con- Pr. 
vince em by Reaſon and Argument, that I am the Chrift, I na 
that the Goſpel is true; and then perſwade 'em to obſerve Pr 
all Things, That 1 have commanded you, As People cannot 
be made Chriſtians againſt their Wills, ſo all Laws of I ne 
the Magiſtrate to force Men to be Chriſtians are invain, ¶ th 
becauſe no Penalty whatſoever, can have any real In- on 
Auence upon the Mind, ſo as to make a Man believe || ve 
what he cannot believe; and therefore there is no o- co 
ther Way of promoting the Goſpel, than by Argument | be 
and Reaſon. 1 of 
If it be ſaid, That the Civil Power may beſtow its th 
Favours. on ſuch as are of the true Religion, which 
would encourage others to be of the ſame Religion. || be 
I anſwer, | th 
That this Objection is not the Purpoſe, for it is not ar 
the buſineſs of the Ci vil Power to meddle with the Care | th 
of Souls, *tis the Magiſtrates Truſt to take Care of Pro- ||| fri 
erty, and that every one peaceably and quietly-enjoys or 
his Civil Rights. But let us give the ObjeRion a Turn fo 
in Favour of our State Religion-Men, and what will m 
the Conſequence be? Well truely, that whatſoe ver 
Religion the Magiſtrate is of, muſt be true, and there- p 
fore he'll beſtow his Favours on ſuch as are of his true ve 
Religion; ſo that a Man, let him be in what Country al 
he will, muſt, if he would profeſs the true Religion, I nc 
take the Magiſtrate's Side; which puts me in Mind f 
a Converſation that happen d ſometime ſince at Tun n 
bridre Wells. | R 
86 
i 


The Queſtion between the Diſputants was, which 
was the beſt conſtituted Church? And after a long De- 
bate, they agreed to refer it to a merry old * 

| then 
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Ghrift :anity'no State Creature, 9 
then upon the Walks. After he had heard the Queſti - 
on; he gtavely determin'd, that to be the beſt eonfti- 
tuted Church, which had the Gallows of her Side. 
And truly, if Chriſtianity be nothing but a State Crea- 
ture, Lmuſt be of his Opinion: rt 5 1 o . N 
The Care of Aa Man's Salvation is upon himſelf, for 
neither the Magiſtrate, nor the Perſon can anſwer for 
him at the great Day of Account. And therefore the 
Province bf the Magiſtrate, is, as Laid befdre, to mi- 
nage Government ſo, as that every Subject ſhall be 
rotected in the Injoyment of his Properties, Rights and 
Privileges, whether Civil br Religious. Chriſtianity: 
never did, nor can make any Advances or Progreſs in 
the World, by being made a State Creature; for when 
once Places of Power, Profit and Honour in the Go- 
vernment, are only to be confer*'d on thoſe Perſons who 
conform themſelves to ſuch a Church; let the Religion 
be Jeauiſu, Mahometan or Chriſtian, one need not doubt 
of making Converts apace. So much does the Love of 
this World prevail upon Mankind. 43 . 
Tis therefore; (if we believe the New Teſtament to 
be of Divine Authority) the moſt prepoſterous Thing in 
the World, to make a State Creature of it. It muſt 
argue Egyptian Ignorance, to ſay the beſt of it, to think, 
that it can be propagated by ſuch Means. It appears 
from the Nature and Deſigri of it, and the Principles 
on which it is founded, that it can never be intended 
for ſuch! a Purpaſe. And therefore I think the Argu- 
ment is ſo far clear, and very ſtrong before us. | 
I go om now to the ſecbhnd Part of it, ſc. That ſup- 
poſing Chriſtianity is madꝭ a State Creature in any Go- 
vernment; my undertaking was to ſhew, the rea ſon- 
ableneſs of ĩts bing a boliſh d, and that the contrary is 
not conſtant With good Polſſ½ . 
- I hop it willi be granted me, that Men may be ho- 
neſt, and yet not thiuk the ſame Way in all Parts of 
Religion, | and-foraſmuch-as; the Salvation of Man's 
Soul is his own Care, tis rea ſonable, he ſhould have the 
Liberty to act cas hebilitves:in bis Conſeience, will 
EO —— Endl. If this be res ſona ble, 
it is altogsther unrea ſonable to make Chriſtianity. 
ay bp. ar bs 4 
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2 State Creature; and yet tis certain, that Govern- 
ment makes it fo, where Religion is made à Qualifica- 
tion in a Perſon, fora Place of Profit, Honour or Truſt; 
That is; ſuch à Place ſhall not be yours, huwſoever 
otherwiſe qualified, unleſs you are of this or the other 
Church, unleſs vou take the Sacrament with a View 
to qualify your (elf, and pronounce thoſe who: ba ve 
&f&r-nt Sentiments from this Church, S:hiſmaticks and 
Hereticks.. I can hardly forbear calling this. Practiſe 2 
holy Cheat, and treating it with as much Contempt, as 
I would the Inquifirion, it being 2 2 that de · 
ſerves more Redicule than Argument. IL. muſt for- 
bear, leaſt I ſhould offend the Reverend Pa of my 
Country, and go on to argue, becauſe they make the 
forming of Chriſtianity into a State Engine, the Foun- 
dation and Bulwark of what they call the beſt conſti- 
tuted Church in the World. Whether this be owing to 
their Folly, or Knavery, or both; I ſubmit to Judge · 


ment, tho' tis eaſie to determine to which, if you con · 


verſe with the Men or their Works. | | 
' Tf. It ought not to be made a State Creature, if we 


have any Rægard to its Authority, to our Saviour and 


his Laws; to deem 2 Thing ſacred, and at the ſame: 
Time proſtitute it by the Civil Power, is in my Opini- 
on very prepoſterous, and in Reality, declaring either, 
that we do not take our ſelves intereſted in Reli ion, 


and are not concern'd; whether it be true or falſe, or 


ele, that we believe not one Word of the Matter: If 
in Reality e believe Chriftianity to be true; how: can 
People anſwer it to their Conſciences, when they uſe it 
directly to break through a Moral Precept, ſc; | Do! t 
others, as you! <yonld h dm by, For that Reaſon it ought 
to be aboliſh'd as 2 State Creature. If it be nor true, 


why ſhould the Nation be put to ſo much Expence a- 


bout it? Why Mouldꝭit be mad the Bone of Conten- 
tion, ſinde that in Reality can have no Influence, to 
make one Man a better: Subject, or more uſeful to the 
Government tlian ano ber 
What can a Man of Senſe believe about it, when he 
ſhall (ea Prieſt at the Altar, acting the Holy Part, 
bowing and cringingy oppreuching the dau Wine, 
— — as 
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And for that very Rea ſon, is not He oblig 


ſay, People have been made 
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Chriſtianity no State Creature. 11 
as tho? the Popiſh Notion of Tranſubſtantiation was 
true, and yet pre ſently diſtributing theſe Things to ſe - 
cular Ends and State Contrivances, - i 

The Perſons that thus receive it, would not if they 
could 9 it (at leaſt moſt of em) but their daily 
Brea d's depending upon it, they are forc'd to do fo, 
but ſay at the ſame Time, that they hope God Almigh- 
ty will forgive 'em. Others that have Senſe and Argu- 
ment, muſt needs conclude the Perſon with all his Ho- 
ly Grimaces, believes nothing of the Matter; for cer- 
tainly, if this Man valued Chriſtianity, he would ne- 
yer uſe it to thoſe baſe Purpoſes. : 

Therefore whether Chriftianity be true or not, there 
is good Reaſon to aboliſh its being a State Creature. 

2dly, The making Religion a State Tool can anſwer 
no good End, either to' the Government, or to the 
Thing it ſelf, I would here 2 to any impartial 
Man, whether the Teſt, the Occaſional Conformity 


and Schiſm Acts, ever made one better Subject in Eng- 


land, or ha ve been the leaſt uſeful in any reſpect to the 
State. Ha ve thoſe Acts tended to ſecure the Succeſſion 
to the Crown of theſe Realms in the Illuftrious Houſe 
of Hanover? Has King George: gain'd any more Fri-nds 
by em? 1s not the contrary plain to a Demonſtration ? 
Were not ſome of theſe very Acts defign'd againſt the 
Hanover Succeſſion ? Frank : S:amony could determine 
this Queſtion, if he could ſpeak Truth. Were not the 
Hands ef King Georee's fait Friends ty'd u by em? 
| to keep 2 
ſtanding Army? "Therefore theſe Acts by which Chri- 
ſtianity is made a State Creature, have been fo far 
from anſwering good Ends, with Regard to this Go- 


vernment under King George, that under their Umbrage 
and that of the Church, all the treaſonable Practices, 


which have hitherto been found out, have been carried 
on. And therefore good Policy will ſubjeR the Aboli- 
tion of 'em; but of this more in its Place. 

Will any Man, who has any Value for Chriſtianity, 
tter Chriſtians by theſe 
Acts? Have they been reform'd in their Morals by 
dem? Or bas their r been increas'd, — 

| a 2 they 
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they thence form'd better Notions of God, Religion and 
. Goudnets?' Have they from thence learn d to be good 
Humour'd and Charitable, and lead peaceable and 
quiet Lives in all Gudlineſs and Honeſty? Inſtead of 
the ſe, daily Eprrience gives us Inſtances of the quite 
. contrary-Effects. - And: therefore I conclude, when | 
har the Clergy cry up thaſe Acts, as being for the 
Good of the Church, that they mean ſomsthing by the 
Ohurch diftint from Chriſtianity, themſelves being 
Judges they can never think ſuch Laws can be for the 
real Good ot the Chriſtian Religion. If our Clergy 
could but deviats into Henefty, they would certainly 
.gdeclay again ſuch a-Profticurion, and then, and not 
till then, the thinking and ſober Part ot Mankind, will 
have Reaſon to conclude, that they themſelves believe 
th Chriſtian Religion to be true. +7. n of 
--2d4y,- Making Chriftianity! à State Cr:ature, founds 
Dominion in Grace, a Notion as Enthuſiaſtick, as it is 
Rid cuſous, and therefore it ought to be aboliſh'd. 

On tais Account it is, that the Cromevbellian Admini- 
ſtr rion has been ſo. deſxvedly lampoon'd, and call'd 
an Uſurpation and Rebellion; but rhe Misfortune is, 

t neſe very Sons of the Church have fallen into the ſame 
Error, ha ve bien preſenting this Scene to the World 
with as much Warmth and Enthuſia ſm, as any of No 
Saints ver did; for, as I ſaid b fore, the Purport © 
theſe Church Acts a bove-m-ntioned is, you ſhall ha ve 
no Place in the Civil Goyernment, all natural Right 
ne vertheliſs notwithſtanding, unleſs you are of our 
Church 5 which is as much as to ſ:y in the Veteran Cant, 
unle ſs we deem you gracious. So that the King ſhall 
not ha ve a Servant, unleſs an Eccleſiaſtick will give 
him Certificate that he's a gracious Man; and conſe- 
gnently, the Civil Power muſſ b? ſubjected to the Ec- 
_cl»{12ſtick, for non= can be employ'd without ſuch a 
Warrant. No wonder our Clergy are ſo fond of theſe 
Church Acts. This I imagine has been the Cauſe of 
two great Evils. The one is, that if the Princa ſhould 
. preſume to chuſ® his S-rvants without the Prieftgleavye, 
or ſuch as they do nor like, who are not, as theysthfink, 
good Church Mon, or gracious; then they exert theirf 
4 Authority, 
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Authority, thunder out the Judgments of God; againſt 


thoſe who put the Church in ge 1 La- 
their Religion, that 


God knows, the whole of the Deſign is nothing but 
Salt. Intereſt. Hence it is, that they ha ve fir'd the ig- 
norant Mob, ſpirited 'em into Riots and Rebellion; and 


* that to cut their innocent Neighbours 


hroats is doing God good Service. In ſhort, all the 
Blood that has been ſpilt in the late unnatural Rebel- 


lion, may be very juitly laid at the Doors of the High- 
Church Clergy. This is the blefled Fruit of makin 

Chriſtianity a State Creature. 
proſtituted, it will always be in the Power of ſome Set 


For where: ever it is ſo 


of Clergy- men or other, to diſturb the Peace of the 


Government, when they think convenient; or, when 


their Intereſt and Pride ſhall prompt them to it. 


The other Inconvenience is, it makes the Clergy 


conceit themſel ves Kings and Princes, that they have 


Thrones, and are to exerciſe Dominion, and that they 
ought not to be contradicted by any Power on Earth. 
One can hardly forbear laughing at ſuch Whims or 
ble to forbear ex- 
intollerable Inſolence 
of theſe. Ambaſſadors of Ohriſt (as they call them 
ſclves). IF the Civil Power di veſt em of their Benifi- 


ces for Rebellion, and Nom compliance with the Oaths 
enjoyn'd for the Securi | 
call it robbing God's Exchequer, and boldly ſay, that 
no Power on Earth can call them to an Account; fo 
that according to this Scheme, God Almighty has given 
them a Licence to raiſe Tumults, Rebellions and Riots, 


of the Government; they 


and to propagats their Religion by the Power of Fire 
and Faggot; that is, to turn Highway- men and com 
mon Robbers, and to knock every Body on the Head, 
who will not be as bad as themſ-lves, and no Body muſt 
call em to an Account for it, Tis a pretty Thing for 
a young Fellow, that has been 1 2 Servitor in 2 
College, juſt come from running of Errands, to be all. 
at once made a ſpiritual Prince, and above the Magi- 
ſtrate; this Conceit makes the poor Fellow ſtrut, bos 
1 OOK ., 
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look haughty, contemn the Laity, and treat all Mat- 
kind in ſuch an inhuman Way, as none could do but a 
232 Prieſt. And this is another Effect of this blef- 
ed Doctrine, ſc. That Dominion is founded in Grace, 
and of ma wing Religion a State Creature, Beſides, if 
any of theſe ſpiritual Princes happen to quarrel w th 
their Neighbours, it may be for nothing, but becauſe 
they cannot exactly quadrate with their Principles, 
ſtrait they have them into their Inquiſition, in order to 
teach em how to underſtand God's true Religion; and 
thus they have ruin'd roy th Perſon's Fortune (as they 
ſay) for the Good of his Soul. This is the moſt hot- 
rid Hypocrifie imaginable, and a down-right giving the 
Lie to the New Teſtament : I cannot remember, that 
our Saviour.ever erected a Spiritual Bridewell, nor any 
Sin- Office, in which Crimes were to be remitted, or 
puniſh'd in Proportion to the Criminals advancing: of 
_ Caſh; nor can I ever find, that our Saviour ga ve Com- 
miſſion to his Miniſters to deſtroy the Eſtates and Li ves 
of People for the Good of their Souls. Let this is the 
Caſe, where Chriſtianity is made a State Engine, and 
therefore I think it ought to be aboliſh'd. 
' *Tis in vain for the Clergy to tell the World they are 
Lovers of real Chriſtianity, whilſt with all their might 
they plead the Neceſſity of its being made a State 
Creature, and by that means make it a Mammon of 
Unrighteouſneſs, pr ſtituting Religion for Gain, uſi 
it (as I ſaid before) to ſanctiſie the moſt villanous a 
traitzrous Practices. nnn 
Count Gyll-mburg took particular Care in concerting 
the Ruin of our Country, that the Church might be 
po in the Front of his Maſter's Declaration, as well 
nowing how fond the People are of that Name, tho? 


in reality of nothing elſe ; and this is the Misfortune of 
making Religion a State Creature. | 


_ _ a#hly, Religion made a State Creature muſt neeeſſa- 
rily damage Society. For thereby ſome Bodies Native 

Rights and Privileges muſt be invaded, ſome Body 
muſt be perſecuted and oppreſt ; and therefore the 
State had better aboliſh it, than make a Tool of yy > 
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Suppoſing Chriſtianity, in the Circumſtances tis in 
with us at preſent, could be tranſplanted into a Heather 
Country, where they haye no other Light to guide 
'em, but that of Nature, would ſuch à People be any 
Gainers by it? *Tis very probable, that their Sogicry 
would be much the worſe for it. They may ha ve 
liv'd peaceably and quietly before, but tis impoſſihle 
for em to live any longer ſo, ſuppoſing em to imbrace 
Chriſtianity as tis generally taught aſid receiv'd with us. 
Tis a Thing I have ſometimes wonder'd at, ſe. That 
People can much better bear with one another's diffe- 
tent Sentiments in Philoſophy, Politicks and Trade, 
than in Religion. I imagine the Reaſon of this is, be- 
cauſe tis made a Creature of State; we ſee amongſt us 
Men of great Worth, for Eſtates, Learning, Piety 
Politeneſs, every Qualification that can recomm 
them to the good Grac's of Mankind, deſpis'd, call'd 
Names, and very often abus'd by the rude Mok, pure- 
ly becauſe thy ſepo rate from the eſtabliſh'd Church, 
and perb aps for no other Reaſon, but becauſe that 
Church is a Creature of State. On the other Hand, 
one may obſerve 2 ſottiſh, ignorant, railing, High- 
Church Prieſt, ador'd by the fame Mob. Now if Chri- 
ſtia nity was ſet at Liberty, and freed from the Proſtitu- 
tion above-mientioried, there would be no ſuch Thing 
as Envy and Hatred among Men, becauſe they may 
have different Sentiments a bout it. Every one would 
endeavour to frame the beſt Ideas of it ro himſelf that 
he could, nor would there be any Temptation for a 
Man to be of this or the other Denomination, arifing 
from Places of Profit or Honour; Reaſon and Argu- 
ment would then take Place; then, and not till then, 


will Chriſtianity be really tolerated in any Govern- 


ment. As it is a State Creature, it does a great deal of 
Damage to the Government, as I have ſhew'd before 
nor can it be otherwiſe ; for inflead of cultivating Sed 
Humour, Gentleneſs and Charity, it eſtabliſhes ill Na+ 
ture, Pride and Cenſoriouſneſs. And therefore I am 
of * — that the Government can never be ſafe; 
flouriſhing and eaſie, till there be no other 1 
amongſt us, then ſueh a Pop;ſPrezentey auge 
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ſuch as are for King George, the Proteſtant Succeſſion, 
and Univerſal Liberty. 'Fhus, Sir, 1 have told you 
my Opinion freely; whether I have ſupported it with 
ſutficient Argument, or not, I ſubmit to Judgement. 
Thus far J am ſure, if the New Teſtament be true, 
Chriſtianity ſtands in need of no ſuch Church - Acts as I 
mentioned before: *Tis a Scandal to our Clergy, that 
they are ſo fond of em, and a great Prejudice to the 
Government, they. do not aboliſh 'em. | 


"Tis objected by ſome here, that if uni verſal Liberty | 


was eſtabliſh'd, it would introduce Licentiouſneſs, and 
People would be of no Religion at all. This is ſaying 
juſt nothing at all, for have not 1 already -prov'd, that 
they had better have no Religion, provided they are 
ſubject to the Law of Nature, than to be poſf:ft with 
it in the Circumſtances it is in with us? For then they 
would not be fill'd with Prejudice, Uncharitableneſs, 
Pride and Revenge, and by it made unſociable Crea- 
tures. This is the Caſe with the bigotted Part of Man- 
kind amongſt us; and for the reſt, howſoever they may 
humour the Prieſts, they believe little or nothing a- 
bout the Matter, they make the Parſons the. common 
Subject of their Banter; and *tis juſt it ſhould be fo, 
whilſt their Practice, and their Tongue fo much differ, 
they call it our holy Religion, our holy Mother the 


Church, and yet conſtantly proſtitute em. A Man of 


Senſe cannot reconcile ſuch Contradictions. 4 

L appeal, as above, to every honeſt and impartial 
Clergyman, whether he believes in his Conſcience thoſe 
Acts above-mention'd, ever made one Man a better 
Chriſtian, or gave him a better 2 of the Goſpel 
in general? It appęars to me that ſuch Acts may make 
Hypocrites but cannot promote Religion. Tis im- 
poſſible in the Nature of obs Thing, that Chriſtianity 
can be,propagated by an Act of Parliament, unleſs it 

by giving a real and univerſal Toleration, that is, 
leave it to work its own Way by dint of Reaſon and 
Argument, and thoſe People that are not religious upon 
Principle and Reaſon, ha ve no Religion at all: — 
this an Act of Parliament cannot give a Man, no more 
than it can giye him a Power of thinking. And 2 
18 | | : tore 
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xe the Objection againſt aboliſhing Chriſtianity; as 4 
tate Creature, becauſe Ungodlineſs will be by 
zromoted, falls to the Ground; and the contrary is e- 


ident, that thereby People will be made more religious 


nd better Chriſtians, and conſequently better Neigh- 
DOUTrs. 

As to the Timing of this Matter, ſc: of giving Chri- 
janity 2 true and real Toleration, I leave it to our 
viſe Legiſlature. Though one wou'd think they can- 


hot but ſee of how dangerous Conſequences it is to the 


overnment, to put it into the Power of any Set of 
Prieſts, of what Denomination ſoever, (when they pleaſe) 


to diſturb the Publick Quiet. And one would think it 


high Time to put an End to, or repeal ſuch Laws, as 
nake it ſo. The Common Objection is, That ſuch 
Proceeding will fire the People, and ſet them more a- 
gainſt the Government. I anſwer, The High-Church 
cannot be more enrag'd than they are, nor can they 
more richly merit the Gallows than they have done, by 
their treaſonable Practices. Tis impoſſible to brin 
them into better Temper by the Continuation of 2 
Acts. Can the Ethiopian change his Skin ? Then may 2 
Tory be a good Subject to King Gzorcs. And why 
muſt the Nation be at the Expence of a Standing-Ar- 
my, purely becauſs the Tories muſt be offended, by the 
Parliament's freeing Chriſtianity from being a State 
Creature ? I haveoften wonder'd why the High-Church 
make ſuch a Noiſe about Religion, for I never yet met 
with that High Church-Man that had any Thing of it, 
either in Theory or Practice: But what need I wonder, 
when I confider the Prejudices of Education, and Selt- 
Intereſt. ' So that if the Parliament repeal thoſe Acts, 
howſoever the Tories may —_— of the Danger of 
the Church, they cannot complain of the Danger of 
their Religion, without giving themſelves the Lie, and 
making themſelves the Ridiculs of the thinking Part 
of Mankind (ex nibilo, nibil fit. 

Why King Gzoxce's Friends ſhould be debarr'd his 
Service, at this Time eſpecially, I confeſs I know not, 
and I would be glad any Man would give mea ſubſtan- 
tial Reaſon for it. The Legiſlature has run all the 
C Length 
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18 Chriſtianity no State Creature. 
Length in Clemency with the High-Church it cat 
without entirely ſubverting the Conſtitution, and *tis 
plain Caſe, unleſs that be given up alſo, that Party wi 
never be ſatisfied ; that is, unleſs the Government wi 
pus ic into the Power of the Prieſts to perſecute the 
Neighbours, they'll never be contented. 

And it is not worth while for a Government to inve 
Men of their Character with ſuch Power? Men that a 
ſo Dove: like, free from Self-Intereſt and Malice! W 
aim at nothing but the Good of Souls! Is it not conv: 
nient to make an Inquiſition or Star-Chamher, in ea 
neſt, of 'em at once? For this muſt be done, or th 
Church will be always in Danger. I would humb!| 
ſubmit the Matter to our Senators, who are Men of Fo 
tune, what would become of their Eſtates, if theſe ſpi 


ritual Princes could exerciſe that Dominion which the 
think in Juſtice is due to em? But how can the At 


fair be remedied ? Is there no Time, no happy Incide 
which may occafion a Reformation? Te which I ma 
fay, If this is not the Time, in my Opinion, there ne 


ver will be one; for unleſs the Legiſlature will fr 
_ Chriſtianity from being a State-Engine, it will alway 


be diſturb'd-by that Set of Prieſts that are uppermoſt 
be they of what Denomination they will. Let but tha 
Power ſtrike a bold Stroke, once for all, let em really tc 
lerate the Chriſtian Religion, England will be the Glo 

of tho Chriſtian World, and it will never be in the Powe 
of any Body of Pricſts to diſturb the Tranquility more 


We have already ſeen the utmoſt Efforts of the Torie 


impotent Malice, even trom Paris to Rome, and from 


' thence to Sweden: We have ſeen em joyn in with prc 
- feſt Papiſts, to ſupport what they call a Proteſtan 


Church, without obtaining 7 much as a frail Pramiſe for it 
Support from em f. And if all theſe Things are not ſuf 
ficient to ſtir up the Legiſlative Power, to free it ſel 
from all Sets of Ecclefiaſticks, as ſuch, as to their 1 

fluence and Juriſdiction, in Matters of State, I know 


not what will. Nothing certainly but a ten Years Sub 


jection to their Jure Divino Diſcipline, which will be nc 
f Lord Chancellor's Speech, „ 


*4 


better 


it ha 


ever, © 
can be done no other Ways than by ſetting the Native 


as Chriſtianity no State Creature. 19 
better nor no worſe, than ſurrendring our Perſons, Wives, 
Children, Eftates, and all that is dear to us, into their 


pious Management. For, no doubt, theſe ſpiritual 
Commiſſioners, theſe Embaſſadors of Chriſt, can do 


no Wrong, what they do is for the Good of the Church; 


as for them, their Treaſure lies not in this World, Yet 
ens ſomething very unluckily, that their com- 
mon Practice is a flat ContradiQion to their Words. No 
Men more covetous than they, none more fond of 
Power and Dominion, and when they have it, they ne- 
ver fail to let them know it, who are within their Laſh. 
If our Senators would be pleas d to reflect upon theſe 
Things, they would, I am perſwaded, think it the beſt 
Piece of Service that ever was done to the Publick, at 
Once to I it out of the Power of any Prieſts whatſo · 
ever diſturbing the Government more. This 


Rights and Privileges of Mankind upon an equal Foot, 


' free ng Chriſtianity from being a Creature of the State, 


and eſtabliſhing univerſal Liberty. 


hope ſome of our Senators, now within Doors, will 


remember their Promiſes, with reſpect to this Matter, 


when Candidates. Some People can very well remem- 
ber what was then ae org to om, and promis'd b 


'em. The Preſent Miniſtry, when they were in Dit- 


grace in the late 1 ſaw the Inconvenience ef ma- 


king Religion a Tool, and promis'd, that if ever it came 


to be their Turn again, they would make a Reforma- 
tion, When this Promiſe has been claim'd more than 
once, all the Anſwer was, This is not the Time: But 
in my humble Opinion, either this is the Time, as I 
aid, or never. I cannot ſee what the Tories can do 
more than they have done, in Ceaſe thoſe Laws were 
repeal'd : 'They cannot be greater Enemies to the Go- 
vernment, nor go faſter into Rebellion than 42 
nor would they make Proſelytes, by having this Han- 
dle given em, unleſs it be amongſt the Mob, yet that 
too would be ſoon over, ; 

To conclude, tis now, I humbly conceive, in the 
Power of the Legiſlature, without endangering our 


Conſtitution in the leaſt, to put an End to all our wo 
ons 
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ſions and unnatural Animofities, by doing at | 
pos d above. The Parſons, may then rail themſelves 
out of Breath, no Body will mind em any farther than 
Argument goes, conſequently they'll be tir'd, becauſe 
their Billingſgtte Eloquence will anſwer no End, We 
ſhall hear none of em call the King's Declaration im- 
pious, as a certain Doctor did not many Days ago, and 
the Law which Tolerates the We Diſſenters, a Cob- 
web Law; otherwiſe the Doctor's Fingers itch to be at 


able and quiet Lives under the Government in a 
' Tineſs and Honeſty 3 our Senators would by this Mean 
record themſelves for a Set of the beſt Patriots that 
ever {ate within the Walls of that Houſe, the preſent 
Generation will be under; infinate Obligations to em, 
and Poſterity venerate their Names and Memories. If 
- otherwiſe, if Things muſt remain as they are, if the 
Prieſts muſt ha ve it their Power to diſturb the Govern- 
ment when they pleaſe, our Religion is juſt like the 
Church Service for Matrimony, /c. beginning with 
Dearly Belgyed, and ending with Amazement. 


Fire and Faggot with em, or to make Converts of em 7 
by Dragooning. But if the Legiſlative Power will now ME 
exert it ſelf; theſe Things may be put an end to, and Rey 


People would be brought in due Time to lead peace- 
175 ll God- 
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